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Tfci^l?OR 

IhEH. HEM' SO YOU'RE BACK FOR WORE. EH? CAN'T GET ENOUGH HOMO*. EH? WELL. I'LL I 

DIME'S WORTH This Time ' rEP' irs Rdf... YOUR HOST THE CRYPT- KEEPER, hmmm WHt6H/LL£W \ 

I CAN I TELL YOU THAT WILL MAKE TOUR BLOOD RUN COLO AND THE HAIR CN TOUR NECK CRAWL .AH 


STORY MAS ITS BEGINNING ON A COOL OCTOBER 
EVENING IN I92B* IN THEIR ROOM IN THE DORMITORY 
OF LOGANWOOO MEOICAL COLLEGE. TWO YOUNG 

SIT OEJECTEOLY. THEIR FACES SULLEN- 

AN! »rHO. . I THAT LAB ' 

[course. WE CAN ' CON- 
AIT" OUR STUDIES' 





jOONY look ' l - 
3 HOCKED, SID' 

. it’s BEEN DONE 
I BEFORE' *E 
> JUST DIO UP A 1 

FRESH ONE in 1 
THE TOWN CEME- 1 
— . TERYf y 


\HUH* HOW?ttm. 
YOU MEAN... 


stem, m owe 

ROB 4 BRAVE*) OH WE DON Y 

fY BECOME DOCTORS, 

SID' TAKE YOUR 

% choice .' — - 


IHeKHEH' NOW THAT WE'VE MET SIO ANO MEL. AND 
HEARD THEIR PROBLEM, LET'S LOOK IN ON THE SECOND 
SCENE OF OUR GRISLY LITTLE YARN,' THIS IS TAI0N6 
PLACE FAR AC ROSS TOWN AT ALMOST THE SAME 


WITH TWERTY THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS OF 
INSURANCE MONEY.' 


TO B/VE UP EVERY- 
TH/NB. START ALL 
OVER- . ^ 


' 6EOR8E ' 1 KNOW f 
r I SAW WHAT THIS 
DRUB CAN DO.' "KZ 
NEED THE MONEY, DONY 
t- , WE?_ ^ 


I... I DON'T KNOW! 


THEH AFTER THEY BURY TOU. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS SHOOT 


IT IS A LOT OF 
MONEY, ALEX' 
AN AWFUL , 
L0 * 


I'LL COME AND DIB YOU UPf 
SINCE I'M THE BENEFICIARY 
OF YOUR UFE INSURANCE 
POLICY, THEY'LL HAVE TO < 


IT SOUNDS 6 000' 
BUT TM AFRAID.' 
SUPPOSE SUPPOSE 
THERE 'S A HITCH? 


) THIS STUFF INTO YOUR ARM' 

/ IT CUTS DOWN YOUR PULSE 
1 AND HEARTBEAT... YOUR < 
ENTIRE METABOLISM, to > 

\ SUCH A POINT THAT THE BEST - 
DOCTOR COULDN'T TELL WHETHER 
YOU WERE REALLY DEAD OR NOT* 
AND DON'T WORRY ABOUT AIR f 
THERE'LL BE EN0U6H IN THE CASKET 
FOR THE TIME YOU'LL BE IN IT.' 


PAY ME THE FORTY THOU- 
SAND you Ire insured 

FORf THEN WE SPLIT , 





Alex receiv e s the bad news. 


WHAT? GEORGE... DEAD* 

6000 LORD, WM AT A SHOCK f 
10 BETTER CONE BACK / 
WITH YOU AND MAKE « 
ARRANGEMENTS' J I 


SlO ANO MEL FINO CLEM, THE 
RATHER STUPIO COLLEGE HANDY- 
MAN, AHO EXPLAIN THEIR PLAN.. 


That evening- in their DORMI- 
TORY ROOM. r^ a 

LOOK, SID' WE'RE ^ 

IN LUCK/ SOUl 
POOR 6UY ACROSS 
TOWN DIED THIS 
MORNING.' THEY'RE i 

bu firm him A 
tomorrow M 

AFTERNOON' M 


T NO? GEORGE \ 
[ WOULDN'T HAVE 1 
> WANTED IT THAT 
WAY' THE FUNERAL 
WILL BE HELD 
TOMORROW... in 
THE AFTERNOON* 


7 BUT, IT'S 
CUSTOMARY 
TO WAIT . 
SEVERAL \ 
. DAYS- J 


COME.' LET'S 
j 60 SEE CLEM.' 

we'll dig up 

THE BODY 
TOMORROW 
l NIGHTf , 


WAL. I OUNNO, 
FELLERS.' DIGGIN' 
UP A CORPSE' A 
THAT'S KINOA 
SCARY BUSINESS' 


The NEXT DAY. TOWARD LATE AFTERNOON . GEORGE.. 


WAL. PER FIVE DOLLARS. 

I MIGHT f 


' HE WAS., a 
.GOOD MAN 


LOWER THE 
COFFINf 





From a distance. alex.6EOR6E's best friend and 


BENEFICIARY, SMILES AS THE SOFT CRAWLING EARTH 
IS SHOVELED INTO GEORGE'S GRAVE — 


HEH.HEH? WONT YOU BE SURPRISED, 
GEORGE, WHEN THE DRUG WEARS OFF 
TONIGHT... AND Z DON'T ^-wYl 
X. SHOW UP.' 


C'MON, ZEKE? LET'S GET 
IT OVER WITH' IT'S 
. 6ETTIN' PARK' 


NO? WE'VE EXAMINED 


YOU ARE THE BENEFICIARY 
NAMED IN THE FORTY- 
THOUSAND DOLLAR / 
POLICY OF THE 
RECENTLY DECEASED Y M 
GEORGE ARKMAN... ( VI 


THE CERTIFICATE 
OF DEATH.' EVERY- 
THING SEEMS TO 
BE IN ORDER 


FORTY THOUSAND OOLLARS 1 
FORTY THOUSAND' I‘Mj 

-r rich' rich' A- m 


After george's casket is lowered into the 

YAWNING BLACK PIT, THE GRAVE-DIGGERS STEP FOR- 


WHEN ALEX RETURNS TO HIS 
ROOMING HOUSE, A STRANGER 
IS WAITING FOR HIM... 


MY NAME IS FOGERTY ’ I I 
COSMOPOLITAN LIFE .'ARE 
YOU ALEX LAWRENCE? / 


AS DARKNESS BLANKETS THE TOWN AND THE LITTLE 
DRAB-LOOKING CEMETERY, ALEX LAWRENCE HASTILY 

PACKS... Ti <i \ 


WHY, TO PRESENT YOU WITH 
YOUR CHECK, MISTER LAWRENCE 
-T HERE YOU AREf 




... GIVI NG... OUT? CAN'T... GASP... LAST.. .MUCH. 
OH, GOO? BOD? WHERE S ALEX • 


Slowly, the gate of tmeoeserteo cemetery 
swings open, its rusteo hinges screaming in 
[protest? three figure s enter ... 


Gingerly, sio and mel.thetwo meoical stuoents 
make their way across the grave- mounds to the 
FRESH ONE- I p —— ■ -■ -- ~ 


Meanwhile, oeep down unoer the moldy black 

EARTH IN THE CEMETERY, SOMETHING STIRS'GEORGE 
IS COMING TO... 


HUH ? WHERE... WHERE AH I? I... 

OH? NOW I REMEMBER' OH, MY SCO.' 
I'M IMA COEEIM... BURIED ALIVE' 


George reaches up to the satin-lined lid of his 
UNDERGROUND PRISON... 


I... CAN’T.. .BUDGE — IT? OH, LORO < HOW 
LOMB CAM I LAST !M HERE? 
WHERE'S ALEX* WHY DOESM'T 


At THAT MOMENT, ALEX STANOS ON A USED-CAR LOT 
SURVEYING A SHINY BLUE CONVERTIBLE... 


Later that night, as george lies buried six 

FEET BELOW THE CEMETERY’S 6RAVEST0HE BEDECKED 
SURFACE... 








, ITTLE BY LITTLE, CLEM'S SPADE GOUGES OUT AN EVER 
EEPENING HOLE AS THE MINUTES TICK BY- 


[Down below, georse hears a muffled thud, 

I AS CLEM S SPADE CUTS INTO THE DANK SOIL- 


JUST A LITTLE DEEPER. 
CLEM' JUST A LITTLE... 


IT... IT™ MUST... BE... ALEX' 
HURRY... ALEX' MURRY../ 

I'm .. suFFocArm r 


COFFIN ECHOES ACROSS THE OESBTTED CEMETERY.. 


YEAH ' THANKS! 


GOOD LUCK, SIR 1 
HOPE YOU UKE 
. THE BUS... 1 


ILEM SLIPS THE SHARP EDGE OF THE CROW-BAR 


TION.SITS BOLT UPRIGHT IN THE COFFIN' CLEM'S EYES 


WIDEN ..AS HE SCREAMS. 


SHUOOEBS ...THEN THE LIO G IVES WAY. 


IT'S COMIN6 LOOSE' 


LIFT IT OFF, 
XCLEMf S 


t* Y 0000 
LORD.' 


^yAfiAAAA^AfiAHi 





Alex swerves to avoid hitting 
THE FRIGHTENEO, RACING STUDENTS' 
THE CAR HURTLES ACROSS THE 



Later, in a dark corner of a local bar. sio and 
MEL COMPOSE THEMSELVES WITH SEVERAL 


THEY NEEDED' AS FOR ALEX... 
WELL... HE'S PRETTY BLUE... FROM 
CAE PA/RTf THAT'S WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU GET ALL WRAPPED UP 
IN SOMETHING.' NOW. I'LL TURN YOU 
OVER TO MY FELLOW GhOuLuNATIC. 
THE VAULT-KEEPER .who's waiting 
H/a TERROR- TALE'SEE 
YOU LATER WITH 
INFORMATION ON 
HOW TO OBTAIN 
BACK ISSUES 
ME' IT'S ALL 
COVERED IN MY 




The 


GUESTS SCURRIED ABOUT DRAGGING CHAIRS TO 
FRO UNTIL THEY WER 
•NOTIST AND HIS WIFE- 


NOW THAT YOU ARE SETTLED X WIL BEGIN? MY WIFE* 
HERE WILL BE MY SUBJECT IN THIS DEMONSTRATION' 
FIRST, I WILL PLACE HER INTO A HYPNOTIC TRANCE? 
ONCE PLACED UNDER THIS SPELL, SHE WILL OBEY NY* 
EVERY WISH ? ONLY AFTER I UTTER THE WORDS 
'SNAP OUT OF IT! WILL SHE BE REVIVED f 





ANO NOW, FOR MY FINAL DEMO- 
STRATIO N f IS THERE ONE AMOI 

YOU WHO IS EITHER A r — 

PHYSICIAN OR HAS A ) I WAS 
KNOWLEDGE Of A NURSE 

MEDICINE? 


GOOD f WILL YOU KINDLY COME 
UP.' I AM 60INS TO DO SOMETHING 
THAT SCIENCE CLAIMS B 
IMPOSSIBLE / 1 AM 
GOING TO COMMAND 
EVETTE TO STOP 
HEP HEAPY FPOM 
BE AT I MS/ 2 


WHAT* 


.SO. AT WU. 
MV MOPD/ 
PERSPIRATION.' . 


The lovely young woman who had volunteered 
CAME UP TO THE HYPNOTIST ANO HIS ENTRANCED 
WIFE . . - ] 

KINDLY FEEL MY WIFE'S 
PULSE, IF YOU WILL / . 


16 ASPS HER PULSE! 

IT'S STOPPED.' \ 
. SHE'S DEADS J 


ALL RIGHT, EVETTE! 

STOP YOUP m 
ir MEANT/ 


X...I FEEL IT/. 
IT'S RAPID... \ 
r STROPS.. J 


WELL, SAY IT THEN, 
FOP SOD S SANE.' 
-r HURRY/ 


00 NOT BE ALARMED, Y0UN6 
LAOV / I HAVE MERELY TO * 
UTTER THE WORDS 'SNAP } 
OUT OF IT’ANO MY WIFE >r 
WILL BE RELEASED FROM ' 
HER HYPNOTIC TRANCE AND 
HER HEART WILL BEAT ONCE 
MORE/ 


SNAP OUT OF IT. 
■jr EVETTE/ r — \ 


THANK 

THE 

LORD'. 




The color returned to 

EVETTE'S CHEEKS AND SHE 
MOVED ABOUT THE GUESTS 
CHATTING GAYLV ? MEANWHILE, 
LEOPOLD HAD ENGAGED MIS 
VOLUNTARY ASSISTANT IN 
CONVERSATION... r-p> — 


YOU WERE \ f YES ? IT'S 
IMPRESSED, J MISS APPLETON' 
.THEN, MISS/ OH, I WAS 
APPLETON? \IMPRESSED? VERY 
IT IS...4 t/SS?) YOU'RE WON- ' 
OERFUL / 


appleton! 

SELMA 
APPLETON? 
r YES ? X ' 
V WAS/ 


THE NEXT DAY, SELMA APPLETON MET LEO- 
POLD MONETTI FOR LUNCH? IN THE OIMNESS 
OF THE CANDLE-LIT CAFE... HIS EYES BORED 

INTO HERS AS HE CONFESSED- | \ 

I HAD TO SEE V0u"^KTTplEASE, LEOPOLD?. 
AGAIN, SELMA? LAST \ SOMEONE WILL SEE < 


LET THEM? I MUST TELL ' 
YOU? I'M IN LOVE WITH YOU? 
YOU'RE BEAUTIFUL/ EXCIT- 
ING/ DESIRABLE/ J FELL 
IN LOVE WITH YOU THE 
MOMENT I SAW YOU/ y 


BUT, LEOPOLD 
YOUR WIFE / 
YOU... YOU'RE 
MARRIED / 


AND IF I WERE 
NOT MARRIED? 
.WOULD YOU 
CONSIDER ...X 


1 X...X DON’T KNOW/ 
X...I LINE YOU? X... 
THINK SO f YES ? X 
L THINK I WOULD/ 


And so, a secret love affair between 

SELMA AND LEOPOLD BEGAN? THEY SAW 
EACH OTHER OFTEN AFTER THAT? FINALLY. 
ONE NIGHT, AT SELI ' 


IT CAN'T GO ON LIKE <X WHAT CAN X DO 
THIS. LEO? THIS MEET- J SELMA ? EVETTE 
ING SECRETLY-. BE HI NO WOULD NEVER 

LOCKED DOORS... IN JW GIVE ME A 
OARK STREETS.. DIVORCE/ ^ 




IT COULO LOOK LIKE A NATURAL 1 
DEATH f YOU REMEMBER HOW WE J 
NETf YOU WERE DEMONSTRATING 
HOW YOU COULO COM HA HO EVETTE 
TO STOP HER HEART... 


Selma slipped down beside Leopold! 

WAS A WILO GLEAM IN HER EYES- 


AND YOU'D BE y 
FREE / THE POLICE \ 
WOULD CALL IT AN I 
UNFORTUNATE M 
ACCIDENT '-net y 
COULDN'T PROVE 
INTENT' f YOU'D BE 
BROKEN-HEARTED f 


SUPPOSE YOU 
USED OTHER 


.YES' I FEEL HER PULSE' 
ITS VERY ST RONS' . 


' ALL RIGHT, EVETTE f 
STOP YOUR HEART f 


YES f VERY" 
I LL DO * 
IT , SELMA' 


WORDS' SUPPOSE 


n 


GOOD LOR C/ HER 
PULSE HAS STOPPED 
WAKE HER UP. MAN? 


The next night, Leopold ano evette had an 

ENGAGEMENT TO DEMONSTRATE HYPNOTISM 'LEOPOLD 
HAD MADE UP MIS MIND.. I 


WAKE UP, EVETTE YE 

1 said WAKE UP, 
EVETTE' 






WAKE UP- 
WAKE UP: 


DIED OF 
HEART - 
FAILURE' 


If* WONDERFUL, LEOPOLD I 
BUT. WHEN CAN WE BE . 
—r MARRIED ? J 


SHUT UP. 
YOU FOOL.' 


HEH, HEH? YES, LEOPOLD WAS 
'BROKEN -HEARTE0 t THE POLICE 
DID CALL IT AN UNFORTUNATE 
ACCIDENT ? EVERYTHIN* WORKED 
OUT PE RFECTL Yf the . 
FUNERAL WAS HELO A FEW V 
DAYS LATER / EVETTE WAS ■ 
LAID AWAY.. AND LEOPOLD 
WAS FREE' AFTER HIS 
WIFE WAS BURIED, LEOPOLD ■ 
WENT AWAY... TO GET 
OYER IT. . ^ 


HKM, HEH / YES. A YEAR 18 A LONG TIME/ 
TIME ENOUGH FOR A WOMAN LIKE SELMA TO 
BEGIN TO BROOD.' THEN, WHEN THE YEAR 
WAS UP, LEOPOLO INSISTED THAT THEY 
Y/SIT EVETTE 1 * GRAVE... TO PAY THEIR RES 
PECTS 

BUT, WHY, LEO? 

WHY? I DON'T 
WANT TO SEE 
HER 6RAVE? 
fM AFRAID' 


DON'T TALK SO LOUD? 
SOMEONE MIGHT HEAR 
YOU/ COME ON/ IT’S 
_ RIGHT OVER THERE/ 


They stood before evette's grave ...with 

HEADS BOWED / SUDOENLY, SELMA BEGAN TO 
CRY.. -HYSTERICALLY... 

YOU . .YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE 1 
TAKEN ME HERE? I FEEL , 

ASHAMED.' WERE 
MURDERERS' 


A YEAR f BUT. LEO 
THAT'S SUCH A 
LONG TIME? 


WE'VE GOT TO WAIT 
A WHILE/ IT WOULDN'T 
LOOK RIGHT? WE'VE 
GOT TO MAKE SURE 
NO ONE SUSPECTS' 

WE OUGHT TO WAIT 
AT LEAST A YEAR' 


The rigid woman did not stir.' 

i'll* 'ii rwf 

EVETTE' DEAD' ^Wr -. 


The police came/ the 

CORONER EXAMINED EVETTE 





Selma began to rave< her 

•CREAMIMB VOICE ECHOEO 


ACROSS THE HEAOSTONEl. 


') THANK lOoSlSHAP OUT Of iff fjM 
'THE PLACE •Krou'ffe HYSTERICAL/ J SOB 
I IS OESERTEOr^^-— 


I V rou WERE 1 
_r-~ R!6H T' SELMA/) 
WE SHOULD# 1 T < 

K HAVE COME 


Leopold amo selma reached the cemetery gate' 

IT TOWERED ABOVE THEM.. .RISING TWELVE FEET INTO 
THE FALLING DARKNESS ..ENDING AT THE TOP IN RA20R- 
5HARP SPIKES- 


IT'S JUST THAT I TH0U6HT 
IT WOULD LOOK 6000 f I . 
OION'T THINK IT WOULO 
BREAK YOU UK LIKE A 
THAT' rrf m* 


The MAGGOT-COVERED SLIMY 
THING LUMBERED TOWARD THEM' 
BITS Of ROTTED FLESH FELL 
FROM ITS CHALKY BONES f CLOOS 
OF GRAVE YARD EARTH SLIPPED 
FROM ITS MOLDY CLOTHES' I’ 
REACHED OUT A DECAYED HAND 
TOWARO THEM. ..PASSING IT 
BEFORE THEIR PALED FACES 


MEM, HEH' THEY FOUHO SELMA ANO 
LEO THE HEXT MORH IMS' FUNNY 
THING ' THERE WASN'T A MARK ON 
EITHER OF THEM 'THE COROHER . 
SAID IT LOOKED LIKE HEART' 
FAILURE' THEIR EYES WERE 
BULGING OUT OF THEIR SOCKETS 
THOUGH' HE SAID IT WAS AS IF A 
THEY'D BEEN HYPHOTUEDf HEH, 

HEH f WELL' WE KNOW DIFFEREHT. 
EH? A SETTER NAME FOR IT WOULO 
BE CORPSEHOTIEED'f OH. by THE 
WAY' YOUR EYES WILL BULGE FROM _ 
THEIR SOCKETS WHEN YOU SEE BACK 
ISSUES' THE CRYPT- KEEFER'S f 
fr - t w CORMER. WHICH A 
VwSk follows THE f 

7£r\ \ TE KT .TELLS YOU I 
/ P\A i HOW TO GET 

/ yours f M 








President and CEO— Stephen . 


I am the original Keeper! None authentic without thie 
signature: ?< I I im eiempt from death, and I am 
exempt from taaeel Eat your heart out!! -CK 


Yea, ha-ha. I got nooae for you; when at the end of 
your rope, keep your trap (door) shut! — CK 


I just got Issue » 10 . and you guys sure didn't disappoint 
me: 

Drawn And Quartered! "' Excellent! Oh, and In your 
painting at the beginning. Isn't that the werewolf from "By 
The Fright Of The Silvery Moon 1 ' m the upper ngtithand 
comer? "The Borrowed Body" Good plot, but not as well 
carried-out as I would have expected "Indian Burial 
Mound As much as I hate to say it. I could not get Into 


Deer "CRYPTY ' (Crypt -Keeper) 

I know your nickname is "CRYPTY I wanted to say that I 
loved the story "TrappedT In VAULT 10. (I'm not writing 
good because I'm writing with A PEN THAT DOESN'T 
HAVE INK') 1 loved the line when Marty waa all In the sticky 
stuff and says. "IT IT'S LIKE FLY PAPER!" I Imagined 
Marty's voice Hke a New Orleans type. 

Ramiro J Roman Glendale. CA 

Oul, y’all Get soma ink, my old eyes aren’t what they 
used to bet — CK 

Do you and the Vault-Keeper ever fight? Smfearty. 

Chad J Barr Peachtree City, GA 

Sure, we tight— we fight The Old Witch! — OW 

It s me. DARK DEMON Who waa the Crypt-Keeper before 
you? Do you have to pay taxes and how old are you? 
Dark Demon address unknown 


I'm an average-sized fan who loves your stories as did my 
dad when he was a kid. "Judy. You're Not YourseK Today ' 
definitely ruled That was the weirdest story ever written 
Who wrote it? Do you have any background on It? I also 
liked the one about the leisure class kids endkig up with 
leprosy Who's the probe who wrote that one? It was cool, 
and ruled too Another one that ruled was the one with the 
poor sister and her brother who turns Into glop. That one 
was so grim It made Kafka look flke Dick Clark Other than 
EC I Hke the early early SPIDERMAN comics 
PLASTICMAN is also cod. But H I had to have one thing to 
say. It would be. "Judy You're Not Yourself Today " rules! 
As does the Crypt-Keeper He s boss and george' 

Nat Hirsh Lakeville. CT 


And, I'm gone, betides! Lot’* s ee ■■we’re into the 
second year ot EC's New Trend, Feldeteln Is ddng 
covers only, the art Is by Wood with no particular 
reason to believe Harrison wee Involved; we can 
iiiumt Feld stein wrote the script eltho the psychic 
angle le less meohanlstlc than lots of Feldeteln. — CK 

How you been hanging'’ Probably at the end of a rope. ha. 
ha You can print my address 

Adam Grleabaum 407 1 Cleveland RO 

Wooster. OH 44681 


MORE MBO STUFF 

Are the covers you use now the same covers that were 
used on the original comics? Which SHOCK Issue w« (or 
has! reprint) ed) "Carrion Death!"? I saw that one on HBO 
and loved It and would like to read It. 

Tyler Compton Folsom CA 

Yup, original covers. You’ll And "Carrion Death!” In 
SHOCK •. which le available from us ae a back Issue 
(art by the greet Reed Crandall). — CK 


this story This was the first EC story I've ever seen 
without at least one exclamation point After reading It. I 
can understand why Political Pull! Not as good as 
"Drawn And Quartered 1 ' , but excellent just the same 
As lor "Abra Cadaver." It's about a doctor whose career Is 
ruined when his brother's cruel practical joke gives him a 
heart attack. He gets back at his brother by kiting him and 
giving him a voodoo drug to keep his brain alive He then 
pretends to cut his brother's brain out as a practical joke 
The )oke gives the brother a heart attack, and kWs him So, 
can ya 10 It for me? Keep printing my address 
Myron James RR 4 BOX 1 4 1 

Rockville. IN 47872 


About, the new CRYPT movie. "Demon Knight;" see this 
film' I give [it] two (severed) thumbs up! 


Now the question Is, what Is the plot of the HBO 
“Deed Right?" (Our "Dead Rlghtl" ran In CRYPT 
#37 — will be our #21 .) -CK 


David Lowery II 


1016GrosaePT 
Irving. TX 75061 


I always tape your TV show My dad loves It and so do I I 
watcnefl the Santa Claus one on Saturday night. I loved it' I 
want that one to come on every Saturday ntghti 
Tiffany Wise Stafford. VA 


And on tape, it cant 


-CK 


There was a Crypt ' episode with Larry (L A. Law) Drake 
about an escaped mental patient dressed as Santa Claus 
who terrorizes a winter cabin, which magazine Is It In? 
There was an ecxsode starring Lou Diamond Phnpe »xj 
Priscilla Presley called ' Oil's Well that Ends Well. ' where 
can I find It? Why aren't there "Crypt "s on videos? I have 
to watch the crappy re-runs that are toned down! Finally, 
why is the cable show going off? I saw a preview for It m a 
magazine 

James C Puckett Houston. TX 

I’ve been assuming the bogus Santa is from “...And 
All Through the House...", VAULT »3S (will ba our 
VAULT 24) and “Oil's Wed" will be in CRYPT #34 (our 
CRYPT 18. but also In 84-pg RCP CRYPT #2 available 
•tow!). The other questions are for cooler heeds than 
mlnel — CK 

I have CRYPT comics and I watch your show on HBO and 
FOX. but I like the ones on HBO better because they don't 
leave the good parts out. 

Jack Conner, age 1 2 St Charles. MO 


I am very excited about the HBO "Tales from the Crypt" 
season finale that airs on February 15. "You. Murderer " It 
was a brilliant idea to have Humphrey Bogart 
"resurrected" for It. 

My favorite episodes of your show are "Well Cooked 
Hams" and "The Thing from the Grave Please print my 
address E Grand CYNLN 

Ched Kushkms (CK). 1 1 Coran. NY 1 1 727 

I am of two minds on computech resurrections;' at 
least the producers of TV’s “Crypt" know the 
significance of the Images they’d be tampering with. 
Better them than soft drink guysl — CK 


I have collected CRYPT Volume 1 and 2. If you don't realty 
Uke The Vault-Keeper and The Old Witch why do you let 
those morons be m you r comic book? Please print my ad- 
dress I would like to have a pen pal. 

Alexander Orozco 10501 Sam Miguetave 

South Gate. CA 90260 
I look so good by comparison! — CK 


I love your stones Me and my btg brother collect your 
comics I would like a pen pal 

Derek Drake 681 E Garden RO 

Vineland. NJ 


CRYPT 10 was awesome' "Drawn and Quartered!" was 
the best story In the mag' "The Borrowed Body!" made no 
sense to me— how do they switch bodies'’ "Indian Bunai 
Mound" was the classic plot man does something mean 
and dies for N ' "Political Pul'" was exdtmg but a little 
predictable Please print my address 
Brandon Hendrix POB 117 

Broken Bow. OK 74728 

I read your comics and watch your shows I enjoy the 
blood gore and murder I enjoy drawing comics of my own. 

I have very few friends but the friends I have love CRYPT 
Could I be m your fan dub? 

Dustin (Crypt. Jr ) Price Coushatta. LA 

Three of the most vocal fan-groups are: HORROR 
FROM THE CRYPT OF FEAR. 30 Ivy OR, Midvala, UT 
>4047; THE EC REGISTER, Abner Doon Productions, 


»01 Atlantic AV. Margate City, NJ 00402 and THE 
INTERNATIONAL E.C. FAN CLUB. 5947 Colgate ST. 
Philadelphia. PA 19120. -CK 

Do you have Crypt POGS? If you do give me some or tell 
me where they are. 

Greg Miller, age 9 Reisterstown. MD 

I had the chickenPOGS once. Didn’t like it; ell that 
scratching (darn those chickens)! No. you got me. 
But I show up in the darnedest pieces. Keep lookin'! 

— CK 

Waz up? I was in New York last night around 1 1:00 and I 
saw the comic store and I walked out with the first 5 issues 
just Uke that What kind of music do you Uke? 

Keith Bphick Upper Montclair. NJ 

I assume you paid for those comics before walking! 
Music to my ears Is the ringing of a cash register 
when you buy EC comical — CK 

l saw the "Tales from the Orypt. Demon Knight' movie last 
week It was horrible, terrifying, gruesome, disgusting, and 
nightmare-inducing I loved it! Please print my address I 
would Uke to hear from other TFTC Ians 
Oarrell S. Heslelt. age 22 9 1 6 W McClure 

Peoria. IL 61804-3380 

(Re the CRYPT 8 locoQ: What about the wrinkles? Hey. 
wanna make somethin' of It? Rot long n prosper, 

Ctaf "Crypt" Hov* Marion. IL 

All I’m saying is If I had snuf wrinkles, I could maka a 
whole ’nother Old Witch! -CK 

Why don't you wear your hood like everyone else? 

Mark Piekielnaik Utica, NY 

Got not hood, got not hat, got no cauldron, got no 
ball Got no sock, got no shoe; ao daprassad, my 
rob# ia blue! (Ain’t you sorry you asked?) — CK 

Only getting one EC comic each month wasn't enough So 
I decided to subscribe to you r others' Are you going to 
make new stones beside reprints? Do you need help with 
them. I am your man Print address I would like a Crypt pen 
pal 

Zac Gale 2324 Willwd ST 

Saginaw. Ml 48602 

No plans for new material. Be sure your pen hae ink 
(aae R. Roman, above)! — CK 


NEXT ISSUE 



r VESf NOW WATCH.' SEE 
HOW THE VERNULA SINKS ITS 
FANGS INTO THE FLY » IT > 
PARAL rzes its VICTIM 


OH .DEAN: 






I have sel quietly in my dark smelly corner since the 
Gladstone reprint era 1 was content with the EC comics 
until now It's a sad thing, but I can't stand It any longer! 
Coming out of the dark. I have come to display just how 
angry I am at the appalling letters your other Ians write 
What a dirty game they play, for everyone should know that 
I am your one and only #1 Ian. I bow at your feet and an at 
your service Now that I've let the world know this, I can 
crawl back to my dark comer and die Don't anybody dare 
challenge me! Thank you 

Kristian Mroczko Whitetleld. NH 

ANOTHER MEOIUM HEARD FROM 

I have a "Tales from the Crypt'' audio tape called "Have a 
Scary Little Christmas! ' 

What issue wil Auntie. It's Coal Inside!" appear in? I can't 
find your cards at any store I like the story "Indian Burial 
Mound" [CRYPT 10). And please print my address. 
Patrick Burkett 622 S 22nd ST 

Terra Haute. IN 47803 
•■Auntie” Is In CRYPT »30— will be CRYPT 14 quite 
soon. (How do you get to be Antl-soclal? Certainly 
don’t be Uncle ‘Legial.’ Well, I thot It was funny.) Get 
our cards from us, >1.50 per pack ppd. — CK 

THEIR FAVE STORIES 

I don t usually read comic books, but I coutdnt resist 
checking [yours] out My favorite slory was "Drawn and 
Quartered! ' Please print my address so that pen pal[s] 
can write to me I'm a slightly morbid 16 year old girl and a 
(unior In high school You're pretty cool for a dead guy. CK' 
Jocelyn Spltzer 1 908 Rugby RD 

Champaign IL 61821 

"Weli-Cooked Hams'" Jack Devls has some real talent 
Very good and I would recommend It Madam 
Bluebeard' One ol the best stories I have ever read. 
"Return 1 ' Creepy in a way "Horror! Head It Off!" 
One of the worst stories I ever read "Lower Berth! " 
Interesting story with a surprise ending. "This Trick'll Kill 
You'". Kind ol boring In the beginning, but then it got 
better "The Switch Another good one by the Crypt- 
Keeper. 

Peter Keppler. age 1 1 Nesconset, NY 

My favorite stories are "Lower Berth! ". [CRYPT "33"] 
"Scared to Death'". "Strop! You're Killing Me!" [CRYPT 
"37"] and "Taint the Meat. ..it's the Humanity!" [CRYPT 
"32"] Tell The Vault-Keeper that I like "Pearly to Dead" 
[CRYPT "40 1. Tell The Old Witch that I like the tale 
"Poetic Justice!" [HAUNT 12] 

Mike Lowenstem. age 9'* Newton. MA 

One of my favorite stones Is "Death s Tumi". CRYPT »6. 
You have my permission to print my address so I cai have 
pen pals. 

Orlando Garcia 1 729 W Superior 

Chicago. IL 60622 

"Madness at Mandervillie" m CRYPT 2 and "Bats In my 
Belfry i" in CRYPT 8 Please don't chop this letter 
Alena A Ralston Detroit. Ml 

My favorite comic stories are "Sinkhole'" and "Dying to 
Lose Weight!" [VAULT 7], "Daddy Lost His Head!!" 
[VAULT 8] "Scared to Death!" [CRYPT 8] and "The Irony 
of Death!" [HAUNT 8] My favorite ones on TV are "The 
Tattoo" [" On a Dead Men's Chest!" HAUNT 12?] and 
"What's Cooking. Doc" ("What's Cooking ’". HAUNT 
12?] 

Matt Smith Utica. NY 



S. Adams (Happy Birthday!) 
John Brown 
Dwayne L. Heath 
Car! Piatrantonio 
Brandon O'Oonnell 
Paul O'Leary 
name unknown 


WOW! 

LOOK AT THIS! 

In the 70s, East Coast Comix reprinted 1 2 EC 
comics in facsimile form. Certain issues 
have been harder to get for years now. We 
have found an EXTREMELY LIMITED 
quantity of their 3rd thru 10th issues. In 
addition, Issues 11 and 12 are listed here at 
the same price currently on our mall order 
form. 

We particularly recommend #9, that issue of 
TWO-FISTED TALES Is one of the greatest 
individual comic books of all time! 

When ordering please identify as EAST 
COAST ISSUE # (for example, EAST COAST 
#3). Add $5. per order S&H ($10. outside 
US). 

#3 (SHOCK #1 2) #4 (HAUNT #1 2) 

#5 (WEIRD FANTASY #13) #6 (CRIME #25) 

#7 (VAULT #26) #1 0 (HAUNT #23) 

#9 (TWO-FISTED #34) 

The above are $15. each. 

#11 (WEIRD SCIENCE ‘•#12") (#1) 

#12 (SHOCK #2) 

The above are $10. each. 


sack issues: cmrpT *i. u 

other* up thru Him * 1 . II SO 
Add IB par order (110 out»ld. I 
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THIS COMIC REPRINTS 

TALES FROM THE CRYPT “#2B" (#12. FEB/MAR 52) 

COVER by Al Feldsteln 

' ' Bargain In Death! Jack Davis 

"Ants In Her Trance!" Joe Orlando 

' A-Comy Story' ' Jack Kamen 

"The Ventriloquists s Dummy! " Graham Ingete 




YOU'LL SHUDDER OVER THIS ONE 
EVEN THOUGH YOU MIGHT CALL IT 







Carlo pietro left the offices of everette and 

SON AND NEVER RETURNED' ARNOLD HIRED A YOUNG 
MAN TO TAKE HIS PLACE, ANO CARLO «*S SOON FOR- 
GOTTEN/ BUT SEVERAL WEEKS LATER. ..IN HAITI... 
WHERE THE AGING PIETRO HAD GONE 


FIREO CARLO PIETRO THAT THE CRATE ARRIVED' 
ARNOLD SURVEYED IT ON THE REAR TERRACE OF HIS 
PALATIAL ESTATE. ■ . 


WHAT IN THE WORLD COULD 

rr BE, jeeves? is there 

A RETURN AODRESS’ Jgj 


FROM HAITI. . . A CAA 
r PIETRO SENT IT.' 


I WANT SOMETHINQ FOR 
ONE who LOVES YOUTH 
TOO MUCH... TO TEACH 
X HIM A LESSOMf 


WHAT 00 YOU WANT WITH 
VOODOO, OLD MAN? WHY 
I DO YOU COME TO ME? 


THE CRATE STOOD ABOUT SEVEN 


i J eeves, the butler, pried the f 

(SIDES OF THE CRATE LOOSE AND V 
{THEY FELL AWAY. REVEALING. ■ 

/whyTit's a small treT 'Tth’ere's] 

SIR/ HOW OUAINTf LOOK I A NOTE < 

I HOW B MAP LEO IT IS// HANGING > 

1 / : '/ 0H 0NE 0F 1 

/ (1 i (its BRANCHES'/ 


NATIVE LANO THIS TREE IS WOR- 
SHIPPED BY THE UNEDUCATED/ 

THEY BELIEVE THAT IT CAN WARD 
OFF OLD AGE/ KNOWING HOW MUCH 
YOU DESPISE THAT INEVITABLE STATE, 

I SENO THIS VARIETY OF OAK TO J 
YOU' PERHAPS IT WILL HELP' 

carlo pietroJH 
0-D CCOGER' J 


HOW IN BLAZES SHOULD / KNOT 1 
PLAHT IT. I GUESS' IT'S AN y 
/HTEPEST/HB TYPE OF TREE ] 
r IN ANY CASE? YES/ PLANT IT/ /i 


THAT'S A $ 000 SPOT FOR IT/ 





6000 SHOT. 

IVMITTI' 
RIBHT ON THE 

6 KEEN* w 


why, arnolo, \ not so olo, 

TOO DEAR* J HELEN ' RENEM- 
YOU DANCE \ BER? THINK 
0 IVIN EL Yf 1Y0UN6.. F££L ■ 
THIS BRINBS ^ Y0UN6* ^ 

BACK 

MEMORIES Wr £«] 

ooESkT ir»^H 


lord' z 

HAVEN'T 
PLAYED LIKE 
THIS SINCE i 
. I WAS J 
l THIRTY* J 


Z FEEL 
WELL THIS 
MORNINB, 
JEEVES' 


GOOD MORNING, 
MR. EVERETTE! 
YOU’RE LOOK- 
INS WELL 

THIS MORNINGf 


XT WAS THAT VERY SAME MORNING THAT 


ARNOLO SAW THE TREE' HE’D OECIOED TO 
WALK TO THE STATION ANO HAD NOTICED IT 
AS HE PASSEO THE BARDEN WALL- 


THAT'S TUNNY f X USED TO HAVE WRINKLES 
ON MV FOREHEAD AND UNDER MY EYES' 

N0W THEY'RE 60NE f /sAj-S-l 


WHY, EVEN THE TREE PIETRO SENT ME 
LOOKS NICER* OOESN’T SEEM AS CROOKED 
ANO 6NARLE0 anymore' ano the LEAVES 
M - ■« LOOK 6 KEENER* 


Arnold smiled and walkeo on past' life 

.. . nniMu* iun I'urrsnn i 1TFI y 


STRANGE' THE TREE SEEMS 
STRAIBHTENING UP? IT LOOKS. 
DIFFERENT * ALMOST... 
\Y0UN6ER' 


H MM M f FACE DOESN’T LOOK BAD THIS MORN- 
ING I THINK Z CAN SQUEEZE BY WITHOUT M 
Mt - A SHAVE TODAY ' 



The next morning Arnold 


yToodo low 

C MY BEAU Of 
IY& STOPPED ■% 
6 BO W/MB' A 


Except for the curious fact that his beard 

HAD STOPPED GROWING AND HIS WRINKLES HAD 
VANISHED. ARNOLD MAO NOT NOTICEO THE HORRIBLE 
CHANGE THAT WAS TAKING PLACE. 1 " 


I'LL FIND EMPLOYMENT ELSE- 
WHERE. SIRf TOUR ACTIONS 
LATELY . ER FORCE ME 
TO RESIGN' YOU... YOU'VE YJ 
BEEN BEHAVING LIKE AN jfl 
teM ADOLESCENT' 


IT WASN'T UNTIL 
HIS TAILOR EXPLOOEO, THAT HE REALIZEO SOME- 


SACRE DIEUf YOUR SUI_L; 
IT FITS LIKE A BAS.lM ■ 
IMPOSSIBLE / nju*- 
MEASUREMENTS HAVE S’tJ 
r CHAM8ED' 


Arnold locked himself in after jeeves left' he 


One oav.as Arnold scampered about the gar 

DEN, HIS HOOP ROLLED OVER TO THE WALL' IT 
STOPPEO BEFORE A YOUNG, OUCERLY SHAPED TREE 
A SAILING 


WEARf CHILD S CLOTHES 


THAWS/ GEE? I WONDER 
r IF THEY STILL WOMB/ 


SOMETHING.. .BUT I 
REMEMBER WHAT/ 



The next morning, arnolo tumbled out of bed 
ONTO THE floor' he tried to get up* something 

WAS WRONG' HIS SHORT STUBBY LEGS WOULDN'T 
RESPOND.' HE CRAWLED ALL THAT DAY... 


PIETRO HAD SENT 'NOW, IT STOOO FIRM ANO STRAIGHT- 
REACHING TOWARD THE SUNLIGHT.' ARNOLO STUOIEO 
IT FOR A MOMENT, SCRATCHED HIS MOP OF UNKEMPT 
HAIR ... THEN SKIPPED AWAY... 


* OH, WELL' ANOTHER TIME' NOW IVE 
GOT TO GO PLAY WITH MY SOLDIERS' 


That night the deserted house of Arnold ever- 

ETTE WAS FILLEO WITH THE SOUALLING HOWLS OF A 
HUNGRY BABY-CRYING FOR ITS BOTTLE... 


HAO BECOME CRAWLED AFTER AN INTERESTING LITTLE 
INSECT' HE STOPPED BEFORE A YOUNG GREEN SHOOT, 
SPROUTING FROM THE SOFT RICH EARTH... 


A NO SOON.EVEN THOSE CRIES 
DIED AWAY' AS THE MORNING SUN 
STREAMED OVER THE GARDEN WALL 
A GOLDEN RAY SHOT DOWNWARD 
TOWARO THE SPOT WHERE ARNOLO 
EVERETTE ...SEVERAL MONTHS 
BEFORE... HAD PLANTEO CARLO 
PIETROS GNARLED ANO CROOKED 
TREE' THERE, ON A BARE SPOT OF u 
8 LACK EARTH, LAY A SINGLE 
OBJECT AN AC OHM ' 


HEH.MEH' WELL, KIDDIES.' I HOPE 
you SEED DA POINT of this 

WEIRO LITTLE TALE' WHICH IS 
NORSE * GROWING OLD OR GROW- 
ING YOONS • ARNOLD CAN'T HELP 
YOU' HE'S JUST A OLE AN -Of 
SUNLIGHT ...NOW' DON'T F0R6ET TO 
READ MY COLUMN, THE CRYPT- 
KEEPER’S CORNER. FOR BACK 
ISSUES INFO' NOW I'LL 
TURN YOU OVER 
W„ I - TO THAT HAG, 

fy** A| the OLD 
K iJW WITCH f BYE' 

DONT F0RCrr ' 
out of the 

MOUTHS OF . 
BABES HEM, J 



HEE.HEE' YEP. IT'S ME ...THE OLD WITCH ... MISTRESS OF THE HAUNT OF FEAR/ THIS TIME. FOR THE 
OFFERING FROM MY CAULDRON, I'VE OREOGEO UP A TALE TOLO TO ME BT LARRY DOODLAS, A THEATRICAL 
MAN' IT'S IN HIS OWH WORDS. AND HE CALLS IT... 




It had been years since i o seen Charles 

JEROME .' AS I STUOIEO HIS PALE. ORAWN FACE I 
MAS SHOCKED TO SEE HOW MUCH HE'D CHANGED' 
HIS WARM SMILE HAD DISAPPEARED. . . IN ITS PLACE 
WAS A TIGHT GRIMACE.' HIS EYES THAT ONCE 
SPARKLED HAPPILY WERE SAO AND BLOODSHOT, 

ENCIRCLED BY TIRED LINES ' ■v • 

C HAR _Es7 YoVoLD JON-OF A- X LARRY/ LARRY 
ailN I HOW ARE YOU ? I'VE DOUGLAS/ COME 


in' come in' 



oouist* ten years before, he'd been a 
STAR f HIS ACT HAD SEEK FANTASTIC* HIS 
OU M MY HAD BEEN SO LIFE-LIRE* NO ONE HAD 
EVER SEEN HIS LIPS MOVE *MEt> BEEN ACCLAIMED ST 
AUOIEWCES WHEREVER HE'D PERFORMED 


HON DID YOU 

FIND ME, 4 

LARRY? m 


r YES* YOUR ASENT TOLO 4, 
RE* HE SAID YOU'D REFUSED 
ALL OFFERS* ME SAID 
YOU'D RETIRED 


CHARLltD ALWAYS KEPT mTs 1 
'OUMMY-MAND' ENCASED IN A 
HEAVY WOOLEN MITTEN* I 
REMEMBERED HOW Z*D RIDDED 


Charles noodeo* z looreo 

AT HIS HAND ..HIS LEFT HAND-. 
THE HANO HE'D USED TO MAN- 
OUMMY... 

rTTTo^vE^I 

RETIRED, why 
, DO YOU STILL A 
KEEP YOUR HAND 
6L OVED f 


Charles stared at me for “ 

A MOMENT* THEN HIS 6LANCE 
_ , SHOT ACROSS THE ROOM TO A 

[TELL ME. CHARLES.JtATTERED SUITCASE IN THE 
DO YOU STILL HAVE JCORNBR. . , — 

rSr* L J j \ z THOUBMT SO 1 
K( HOW IS HE. THE 


RETIRED? 
YES* YOU 
CAN CALL 
IT THAT* 


) DON'T 
< TOUCH t 
( that 
* SUITCASE/ 


Y NO / Z 
S WON'T DO ZL 
/ IT* I’M / 
THR0U6H 
PERFORMING' 
THROUGH t 


LOOR, CHARLES* tU THE ENTER- 
TAINMENT OIRECTOR FOR A DIG 
RESORT HOTEL IN THE MOUN- 
TAINS* THIS CAN MEAN A LOT l 
TO YOU* IT CAN PUT YOU BACK \ 
ON TOR. If THEY LIKE YOU* ] 
WHAT DO YOU SAY? Z HAVE i 
A SPOT FOR YOU NEKT y\ f *^ 

. WEEKEND* 


STOPPED IN MY TRACKS* CHARLES'S VOICE 


1 Course not, Charles' ’ 

IF YOU'D RATHER Z WOULOrfT' 

NOW let's bet down to < 
BUSINESS' zVe come to 
OFFER YOU A JOB / -M* 




Charles'o always referred to mortv as 

THOUGH IT WERE A REAL PERSON' CERTAINLY 
THE DUMMY BEHAVED THAT WAY' IT WAS THE 
INCREDIBLE WAY CHARLES USED TO MANIPULATE 
IT' AND- ALTHOUGH I USED TO THINK IT WAS 
JUST A PUBLICITY STUNT. CHARLES'D GUARDED 

THE MAN IPUL ATIN6 HAND WELL... ^ 

[why do you” ALWAYS WEAR /MV HAND IS MV 
[that heavy WOOLEN J fortune/ I'VE got 
L MITTEN, CHARLES? TO PROTECT IT ' 5 


As I DROVE BACK UPSTATE, I KEPT THINKING OF 
CHARLES JEROME' HE'O FALLEN A LONG WAY' I 
REMEMBERED BACK TO THOSE YEARS WHEN HE’D 
THRILLED AUDI ENCES ... HAD THEM ROLLING IN 
JftE — AISLES... y vnn T vnn MFAN MONTY HE! 

f WERr MEAT TOW6HT j WAS GREAT, LARRY t 
^ CHARLES' 


Io BEEN CHARLES'S AGENT 
BACK IN THOSE YEARS T WHEN 
I'D GOTTEN AN OFFER OUT IN 
HOLLYWOOO, I’D SOLD HIS 
ACCOUNT f THAT WAS THE LAST 
I'D SEEN OF HIM, ALTHOUGH 1*0 
FOLLOWED HIS CAREER IN THE . 
P TRADE .PAJ>iRS . / ^^^^ 
THIS? CHARLES JEROME LEAVES I 
, SHOW AFTER MYSTERIOUS DEATHJ 
l OF OANCER ON SAME BILL 


It’d been after that unex- 
plained DEATH THAT CHARLES 
HAD BE 6UN HIS DOWNWARD 
SLIDE .'THE GIRL HAD BEEN 
ATTACKED. IT SEEM ED, BY A ] 
HOARD OF PATS. 


_ NOTHING yy 

ELSE COULD HAVE l|/ 
RIPPED HER UP (JL 
LIKE THAT EXCEPT 
SMALL SHARP-TOOTHED 
ANIMALS, SUCH AS... 

rf' PATS." 


I’D BOOKED THE ACTS 1’0 NEEOED AND THEN 


THE MID-WEEK SHOWS THAT I COMPLETELY FOR- 
GOT ABOUT CHARLES JEROME' THEN ON FRIOAV 
MORNING, 1 LOOKED UP FROM MY DESK TO SEE- 


LOOKED UP CHARLES' NOW I WAS ORIVING BACK 
TO THE HOTEL... THE SPOT STILL OPEN FOR — 
THE NEXT WEEKEND... . 

’maybe HE'LL CHANGE HIS MIND 
'I'LL GIVE HIM A LITTLE TIME 
. TO THINK IT OVER ' 


^CHARLES ‘ YOU DIO COME?’ 


I HOPE THE SPOT 
-IS STILL OPEN. 
L LARRY * J 





A BELL-HOP KNOCKED AND 
ENTEREO 

TAKE MR. JEROME Y YES. SIR 


Charles's mitteneo nano 

HUNG AT NIS SIDE / IN MS OTN 
HAND HE CLUTCHED THE SUIT- 
CASE CONTAINING MORTY . HIS 
DUMMY. . , 


There WAS A STRANGE LOOK IN 
CHARLESS EYES AS HE STOOD 
BEFORE MY DESK ! HE SEEMED TO 
BE STARINS RI6HT THROUGH ME_ 


'"what made you 1 WHY._I J 

CHANGE YOUR JUST < 

MIND. CHARLES? T DECIDED J 
TO COME ^ 
P - <TPrf \ out of A 
II I Wfcr retirement 

’ill#'l^V THAT ’ S ALL -' 


I WATCHED OUT OF MY OFFICE WINDOW IN THE RECREA- 
TION HALL AS CHARLES MOVEO DOWN THE WALKXLUTCH- 
ING HIS SUITCASE. FOLLOWING THE BELL-HOF* MIS 
FEET SEEMED TO DRAG. ..AND HE STA68ERE0 A 

LITTLE.. ■_ ^~K. 

fe l^Tow'proba b ly TOOK A few J| 

SHOTS OF LIOUOR TO BOLSTER HIMSELF 

l' flH AW. HE'LL BE all RIGHT just as soon asJ 
THE CURTAIN OPENS/ . 


[and NOW FOR His FIRST A 
PERFORMANCE ANYWHERE. AFTER, 
TEN YEARS OF RET/ RESENT - / 

THE WORLO FAMOUS VENTR1L03WST ) 

’ . MISTER CHARLES JEROME. A 
and MORTY ' 


Charles came out on the stage with morty 

SEATED IN THE CROOK OF HIS RIGHT ARM/ THERE 
WAS SOME SCATTERED APPLAUSE FROM THOSE WHO 
REMEM8ERC0 THE GREAT MAN IN HIS PRISC/MORTY 
BEGAN TO EVE THE AUOIENCE. LOOKING FROM FACE 

TO FACE — 

w ISIFT ME jy HE LOOKS SO \J-IKE * UVE 
b CUTE* REAL’ SOYf * 


UODENLY MORTY STOPPED/ HIS GLANCE HAD FALL* 
»ON A RATHER ATTRACTIVE YOUNG WOMAN SEATED 
EAR ME? HE WINKED SLYLY -AND QUIPPED .. 


'I LL SEE 7ou rOUISHT , 
HONEY AFTER THE _ 
Y SHOW' -Ji 






After the show, i went backstage to 

CONGRATULATE CHARLES ON HIS WONDERFUL 
PERFORMANCE ! HE'D OUTDONE HIMSELF' HE'D 
MANIPULATED MORTY GETT ER THAN EVER 

7mr7 JEROME ? WHY, HE LEFT*foH ? HE MUST 
THE HALL AS SOON AS HE <HAVE GONE ON j 
CAME OFF-STA6E ! BACK TO THE ^ 


It WAS THE PERFECT THING TO SAY ! THE 
AUDIENCE HOWLED 4 YOU KNOW THE CROWD THAT 
FREOUENTS A RESORT LIKE THAT. WOMEN ON 
VACATIONS LOOKING FOR RICH HUSBANDS MEN 
HUNTING FOR WEALTHY WIVES' IT ALWAYS ENDS 
UP LIKE A RAT-RACE-.WITH EVERYONE LYING TO 
EVERYONE ELSE' ANYWAY ...THEY 

CHARLES AND HIS DUMM Y 

Csa'MR. JEROME? YOU HAW. 

KNOW a BETTE ft WAY S HAW.‘ 


THEY'RE A 

> SCREAM ‘ 


Suddenly, the blood froie * 
in my veins' voices explooeo 

FROM BEHIND ONE OF THE / 
DOOR S...LOUD VOICES HEATED 1 
WITH ANGER' CHARLES . USING . 
HIS NORMAL VOICE- WAS ARGU- ■ 
ING WITH H/MSELE USING 
MORTVSVOJCE-jfW- 
1 NO f I HEARD f 7 TES YOU 
r X HEAR Of XM< WILL/ I'LL 
NOT 60/N6 TO> MAKE YOU' 
LET TOUf & YOU'RE TOO 
. jdL WEAK TO , 
STOP ME ' w 


THE COTTAOE ! BACK AT THE 
HALL, THE GUESTS WERE POUR- 
ING OUT OF THE EXITS... THEIR 
LAUGHTER DRIFTING ACROSS 
THE NIGHT AIR TOWARD ME' 

I COULD HEAR CHARLES'S 
NAME REFERREO TO IN THE 
BABBLE OF C ON VERSATION .. . 

' ^gj^r^rHEY^! IKE d\JBB 

MIM ' jyffl 


BEHIND ME AND SILENCE 
CLOSED IN AS X STOOD IN THE 
SEMI-DARKNESS' I GAZED 
OOWN THE CORRIDOR AT THE 
SIX_ DOORS. 

SCW, WHICH ONE^^H 
y is CHAP LESS ? 


I STOOD OUTSIDE THE DOOR FOI 
LISTENING TO THE RAVING-.^. 


I knocked' THE YELLING STOPPEO abruptly! 
X HEARD A SHORT WHIMPER ANO THEN CHARLES 
OPENED THE DOOR' HIS EYES WERE REO AS 
THOUGH HE'D BEEN CRY ING . 

mm^abm^^^thTthank YOU, J| 
LARRY ! I I' M ^ 
TIRED ' X MUST J 
GO TO BED NOW ^ 
i SO I WON'T INVITE J 
YOU IN ' 


GOOD LORO' HE'S OUT OF HIS 
mind! HE'S FIGHTING WITH THAT 
DUMMY OF HIS OVER THE 
GIRL IN THE AUDIENCE 


6RATULATE you, 
Charles! the 
AUDIENCE LOVED 
you! > 




Charles closed the ooor. and x stood there] 

FEELING FOOLISH? I SHRUGGED AND RETURNED 
TO THE 'REC' HALL.' THERE WAS SOME WORK I I 
HAO TO 00 BEFORE I COULO GO TO BEOf LATER I 
AS I SAT AT MY DESK - / 


WHAT 
WAS 
THAT • 




The suitcase containing charless^ 

DUMMY SAT ON THE FLOOR IN THE } 
CORNER' I MOVEO TOWARD IT* I HAD L 
TO SEE' I THREW BACK THE LID... ^ 


It was the same woman that \ 

CHARLES'O HAO MORTY QUIP TO? | 
I THOUGHT OF THE OANCER THAT ( 
HAO OIEO THE SAME WAY TEN YEARS J 
BEFORE ? I RUSHED TO THE COTTAGE! 
' ANO FLUNG OPEN CHARLES'S OOOR-f 


I STARED OOWN AT TTC HEADLESS 

I VENTRILOOUIST'S DUMMY? I | 
, COULDN'T UNDERSTAND IT? THEN 

I I SAW OTHER THINGS IN THE 4 

1 SUITCASE 1 


WHAT THE-? THE DUN NY 
It^HAS NO HEAD f * 


^CHARLES 7 HE. 
- HE'S DONE.' 


A SHOUT 


- FROM THE HOTEL KITCHEN DREW MV ATTEN- 
TION? I RUSHED ACROSS THE GRASS ANO ONTO THE 
PORCH ? THE CHEF STOOD WIPE - E YED -W A VI NG H IS « 
£0^. — HE TAKE NY CLEAVER 
V WHAT HE STEAL NY C LEAVER f 4 

HAPPENED? ? THAT VENTRILOQUIST f A 


, ~ — »■ % — y ] 

l LOOKED AROUND? A MITTEN LAY ON THE FLOOR AT * 
MY FEET? I PICKED IT UP? IT WAS COVERED WITH BUJOO' 
f SUDDENLY I HEARD CHARLES'S VOICE COMING FROM_| 
BEHIND SOME BUSHES...V*~~~* » — * 


CHARLES? 




irs MO USE f 

I'M FREE IMS 
MYSELF ...FOR. 

^ eooo f <r 


I'M RID OF 
YO UfRIO 

or roo f 


[Charles pitched forward ano fell f ms LEFT * 

; HAND MAD MEN SEVERED AT THE WRIST* NOW t KNEW 
WHY ME‘D ALWAYS WORN THE MITTEN* INSTEAD OF A 
LEFT HANO. A HIDEOUS HEAP MAD BROWN FROM /tJ 


WHEN I WAS A CHILD, THEY f T\ H 
SAIO I HAD A DEFORMED J THE i 
HARD .' BUT AS I CREW UP , (_ Mi 

THAT MORRIS L E HEAD S MC 

I DEVELOPED* SOON IT OPENED C , 

ITS WICKED EYES AND SEDAN TO 
TALK f I BECAME a YEHTR/LOOUIST. 
USED IT AS A DUMMY f 


IT, LARRY* TEN YEARS ASO HE 
' THAT DANCER f HE 

TOOK OYER MY SOOY ANO 
^ HERf _ 


I TIED A CRUDE TOURNIQUET ON / 
CHARLES'S WRIST ANO RUSHED ) 
OFF* WHEN I SOT BACK, CHARLES J 
WAS OEAO f HE'D BEEN TORN I 
TO SHREDS f T HE SEVERED ’H EAoO 
LAV NEARBY... / TM j MEAD WASN'T T 
m V. QUITE DEAD f S 
r WITH ITS LAST / 
™READ OF LIFE,*- 
V> IT ATTACKED ! 
CHARLES* THEY'VE 
DESTROYED 

nnr EACH other' 


HEE.HEE* WELL, THAT’S THE YARN 
LARRY PALMED OFF ON ME* SO l . 
JUST HANDED <T DOWN TO YOU* I 1 
HOPE YOU UKED IT* NEXT TIME YOU J 
SEE A VENTRILOQUIST, LOOK CARE- \ 
FULLY TO SEE MOW ME MOLOS MIS J 
DUMMY*IFMESREACHINO/A*TOO f 
FAR...^OMAIF/ WELL.WE’LL ALL V 
SEE YOU NEXT IN THE YAUL TOE ' 
HO RROR ' DON'T F0R6ET TO RE AO 
THE CRYPT 
KEEPERS CORNER 


THEN IT BE6AN TO WREST T 
CONTROL OF MY lOW / 
WHILE I SLEPT 'l HAD ) 
TO RETIRE FROM SHOW / 
BUSINESS* I KEPT THE X 
HEAD DR US 6 ED f BUT YOU. 
YOU CAME- ANO OFFERED > 
ME WORK* TONIGHT, IT 
TOOK OYER AS AIM* (M 
l COULDN’T STOP IT * Y\ 







HEE-HEE! I’M GOING TO DO 
LIKE THESE TWO GOOFY 
GHOULUNATICS, AND GET MY 
OWN SUBSCRIPTIONS TO ALL 
THE EC COMICS! 


SUBSCRIBE! 

AND GET ANY OR ALL OF THE FABULOUS 
EC COMICS DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR 
CRYPT. VAULT. HAUNT OR HOUSE IN A 
STOUT. ILLUSTRATED MANILA ENVELOPE! 

GEMSTONE PUBLISHING 

PO BOX 469 

WEST PLAINS. MO 65775 
«. 417-256-2224 m 

9 or call 1-800-EC CRYPT - 


PRICES SUBJECT TO C Mil WOE WITHOUT NOTICE 



YET MORE EC COMICS!! 


FOR APPROXIMATELY A YEAR. GLADSTONE PUBLISHED A LINE OF EC REPRINT COMICS CONSISTING OF THE 
TITLES SHOWN BELOW EACH ISSUE CONTAINED 64 PAGES IN FULL COMIC BOOK COLOR. THE FIRST 32 FROM THE 
KEY' TITLE AND THE LAST 32 FROM A SECOND TITLE. IN ADDITION. THERE ARE OCCASIONAL ARTICLES ABOUT 
THE MACABRE IN LITERATURE, A THEN-CURRENT LETTER COLUMN AND OTHER READER-WRITTEN FEATURES. 
RUSS COCHRAN NOW HAS THE ENTIRE BACKSTOCK OF GLADSTONE S EC REPRINT LINE! EVERY ISSUE IS IN 
STOCK AND AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT COMPLETE YOUR EC COLLECTION BY PURCHASING THESE 
COMICS! 



CPYPT 


BSIENSEI 


CONTENTS OF GLADSTONE EC COMICS 


GLAD CRYPT 

<1 CRYPT 33 (19521 
CRIME 17 110531 


42 CRYPT 35(19631 
CRIME Ifl 119511 


*3 CRYPT 39 116531 
CRIME 1 (19501 


#4: CRYPT 18119501 
C R ME M 1 ' r ' c 3. 


46: CRYPT 48 (1964) 
CRIME 5(1961) 


46 CRYPT 42 (1964) 
CR94E 27 119551 


QLAO VAULT 

41 VAULT 34 (19631 
HAUNT 1 (1950) 

GLAD WEIRD SCIENC 

41: W 80 22 (1953) 
W FAN 1 (1960) 


42 VAULT 27 (19521 
HAUNT 18(19631 


42: W SCI 18(1963) 
W FAN 17(1960) 


48 HAUNT 22 (1963) 
VAULT 13 (1950) 


43 W SCI 9(1951) 
W FAN 14 |1950) 


44: VAULT 23 (1962) 
HAUNT 13 (1962) 


44: W S-F 27 (1956) 
W FAN 11 11962) 


46: VAULT 19(1951) 
W FAN 8(1951) 

GLAD HAUNT 

41 HAUNT 17 (1952) 
W S-F 28 (1966) 


46 VAULT 32 11953) 
W FAN 6(1951) 


42 HAUNT 5(1950) 
W SP 29 (1955) 


WHEN ORDERING. PLEASE IDENTIFY AS GLAD TITLE ISSUE #: FOR EXAMPLE GLAD CRYPT 
#1 " GLAD CRYPT #1 IS $5; GLAD CRYPT #4. GLAD WEIRD #1 AND #4 ARE S4 EACH; ALL 
OTHER ISSUES ARE $3 EACH. INCLUDE $5 PER ORDER FOR S&H ($10 OUTSIDE US) 


US FUNDS ONLY PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS MUST ADD 6.225*° SALES TAX MARYLAND RESIDENTS MUST ADD 5% SALES TAX 

GEMSTONE PUBLISHING 417-256-2224 POB 469 WEST PLAINS, MO 65775 

OR TO ORDER CALL 1-800-EC CRYPT AND ASK FOR THE ORDER DESK. USE THIS NUMBER FOR ORDERS ONLYI 







EXCLUSIVE 

TO READERS OF THIS COMIC! 



THESE TWO DESIGNS HAVE BEEN CREATED ESPECIALLY FOR, AND 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOU! THEY SHOW HBO’S CRYPT-KEEPER ENJOYING 
EITHER TALES FROM THE CRYPT #7 (BLUE COVER) OR #8 (RED 
COVER.) EACH DESIGN IS AVAILABLE ON A BLACK OR WHITE 100% 
COTTON SHIRT. 


SPECIFY YOUR CHOICE OF DESIGN AND SIZE (LARGE OR X-LARGE). 
CHOOSE FROM: RED COVER ON BLACK SHIRT, $15. 

BLUE COVER ON BLACK SHIRT, $15. 

RED COVER ON WHITE SHIRT, $14. 

BLUE COVER ON WHITE SHIRT, $14. 


SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED, SO ORDER SOON. ADD $5 SHIPPING AND 
HANDLING IN THE US. PLEASE CALL FOR SHIPPING CHARGES 
OUTSIDE THE US. 

US FUNDS ONLY PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS ADD 6.225% SALES TAX MARYLAND RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 

GEMSTONE PUBLISHING 417-256-2224 POB 469 WEST PLAINS. MO 65775 

OR TO ORDER CALL 1-800-EC-CRYPT AND ASK FOR THE ORDER DESK. USE THIS NUMBER FOR ORDERS ONLY! 





